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ever mind the 28 hours of

layovers, or the five days

we spent waiting for our
skis to arrive in Kathmandu. The
trip began, for real, in Dhangadhi,
an impoverished delta of rice pad-
dies and vodka billboards on the
Nepal-India border, where cobras
prowl the bushes and bananas
grow wild in peoples’ backyards.

Sunriss in the Soecnl region vereed by ety wn oul chim of O LUl
et —hncrwn timply oa “Peak 5, 500" —that fopped oof oound 18,000 leet, and
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.*.p-u-r!l' iy st oS! e KU caigs, ouw ikii, cwar o | 30000t pos on the
jrry home. The porien waiabed we loke the shorigul e e pads wven though
niona of thes headl aver ircresled] the 1oute betore When we got off the plane, we were at the same Latinede g Tampa

Fla. The sign on the terminal reasd: “Elevation G600 feet™—an ol
place o start a Himakyan ski expedition. The air wis 3 degrees
and so thick sweat dripped off our noses as we stood still, Kris Er-
ickson, 35, & Montana native and one of the three ski mountaineers
I'd joined for the irip, mumbled increduloushy, *'ve never felt hea
fike this in my life"

i was obwious Dhangadbd dses no1 see many outsiders, But we
weren't there 1o stay; our agent in Kathmandi, Jiban, had a friend
whe distributes eigarettes to all of western Mepal and, we were told,
could help ws ger where we wanted 1o go.

Chur clestination was one of the most breathtaking and oulinrally
pure regiods in e Himalavas, but abo one of the poorest and mas
difficule to reach. Do 2008, maore than 500,000 (ks visited Negal,
There"s a goand climee sero of them trveled o the Bajhang districy

The jewel of Bajhang is the Saipal Himal, 2 tantalizing mountain
range up to 7000 e teers tall thae feeds an agua-green river, the Sei,
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and is Nanked by o web of lush villapes and waterfalls, Tdaho-lased
skier famie Laidlaw, 2, had been using Google Eanb photos and
topographical maps e scout the Saipal region's ski-mountaineering
possibilities [or & vear. None of the mouniains lid been skied and
only a few had been climbed, decades ago

Laidlaw and Evickson became enamored with one valley in
particular—outrageously remote but full of 15,000 go 20 (Mool
preaks. They signed on Kip Garre, 36, a Squaw Valley house painter
whose humility belies his reputation among ski meuntiinecring’s
elite, and began (o explore the logistics,

Unitil the decadelong civil war ended in 2006, venmuring into
Mepal’s e west was like walking through a maximum-sccurity
prisan vard with mo guards on duty, 1t was the aic of the Mpoisis—
a commumnist sect engaged in amned revalution=—who fought a
"People’s War™ from 1996 uniil 2005." But, in 2006, the Maoists
gave up therr guns and won representation in Parliament. The Far
WIESE WIS OE again.

Still, its mountains remadned empey and nameles—like a peeling
paoint break on an island with no surfers. When we arvived o pick
i our permit in Kathmandu, the men af the Nepalese Tourism
Ministry asked us e bring back detadls of where we went and how
wiz gt there, because they had oo information aboat the e,

Their request was on ooy mind when we left sweltering Diangs.
dhi and drove 12 slow, lurching hours i o 104on meek—eight of
us sardined in the cab—before stopping for the night in Dewra, a
timy, rumvclosy villigee on the Setl. We slept two o a room in concrete
cells with neck-high ceilings, Not long after 1 fell adeep, 1 awoke o
the feeling of being eaten. 1 ilicked on my headlamp o see beown
bugs, hundreds of them, barrowed in my sleeping bag. scurmving
along the wall, crwwling on my ankles, What looked like & mutation
ol termites, leas, and toks chiewed us like wood thar nighic. Laddlaw

| The so-celled “Poople’s 'Wir" bagon in rewposis to the MNepalews povernmest's
tailure b rewoke royal priviege; o end e Mohohok Treaty with indsa [which regu
ferted woter and eleciricity and esioblivhed what the Mooish belesed 53 be an unles
border betwesn the o counttin); and io mtnie comsnticnal edorm omong
cither thisgn. The Unilied Communivt Party of Mepal, descended rom the Maalst,
morer halds P lungnl woling blee b tha Megah Canatitugni Arppmibly —albat ahll un
dar charges of lorce and froud hom the Mepob Congrew party and the Cosmunin
Party of Mepol

rlli;-.

Winiies Mieai



fledl v the diry tancdea in front of the building, only (o wake up with
A srray v asled (R G TLMETERT |

e nest morming [ wordered alowd whether my travel pariners
were ws unnerved as | owas, given the hell we endured a few Bioams
jrrveer, Landbvw, his bady covered in red welis that would remsion for
LF chivs, len a0 simnge smile crcase his face., =10 vou readly wane the
adventure,” he wold me, “iF you really want 1o drop off the face of

the earth, yvou'd Bemer be ready to deal with shit like this.”

in the Tevons 1o Hans Kammerlander in the
|[LIII.I1.I'..\\-, ski I:I.I|||J|lI:.|.|II|'|-Ii||_= ||_|n. I|_||l,,|_l\.l|.. ||.1'.='|1 E \I_.|.|| fimr .|'~,|,|.“l.
ers, people at whom the unknown wgs like a mapner. Recently,
thosugh, the gume has swung inoa different direction. Descents of
BAHmeter peaks—the ones that garner the most attention, with
well-known routes o the Lanpe have become minch more codnendon
ll|l|‘|'-ll'\-r"~ I'- 1} r|1|' '|'|||I||| & |'|II1' "-Ll-l'l'a_ (5 B ] || |||1'1.|1' LR L] |l (il n“h
|1'|ll'.-r.lr|',:1|I||-e'|\' Fi=siis

“5ki mountaineening has a wendency 1o gon winly the sure thing.”
L abellaw frroscis nilv saiel ane day on the ekl =0E's a latg of work i
Hugg all tha extra equipacnt for thousands of miles swhen yvou ' re nod
even sure il you're going to get o put em on your feee”

My trwel panners aren’t mmne o the 80000meter dimw, Er-
ickson was thie st American man o ski an 500k meter peak {Cho
Oyu i HE2). Lakellaw nesrly completed the first descent of the
faldled Lliotse Coulair in 307, skiing the 50-degree wube from jus:
beelonw ehie semmin ar 27,000 feer, Goarre ook part in an expedition o
ski Lsxcherbowm 11 in 2008, which ultimately proved unsuccessiul

Yt the three of them .||*~l=.||||1:|-.'; e the smaller peaks, Pant of
thear reason for desigming this i bo far western Y| |-,|'| wils o ski
s mauniains, but also to explore a region that has seen only a
handiul of Westerners in iix Distor v Erickson sabel. "You don’t
Lnow what vou're going o find,”

That wies true from the start, Thie trek froam € h,||||||||:|---:|||-|- lasi
semi-chvilized village we woulid see Tor o month—to the mouniains
took s through a jungle slighily bess thick than the Amaeon, We
cncountered leeches and skinks (snakes with legsd and alarmingly
by spiders, andd, ot thives had o shoul 0 be heard over ithe
screeching cicadas, The birds, bright omnge and vellow, followed
as wiie hikedl ||II1ll.Il{h imisnve helds of netile, wihich borned our skin
like 1I."|'I:.\'_|.'|'\-'\- shards, (e IMOETRIE Wi o hased 50 swhibie-lsearded
muonkeys through a forest

Everyihing was going well until it began to raln on our second
day, softly at first. then in shees, I didn 't storpr umtil four days later,
when we were in Kanda, a village Enown for fis pstent beshish, By
that time, our porters had all but threatened matiny and morale
NOLE MOTiEXAsLETL.

s we stoeodd B e sun waltinge for oo Eear to iy that alternoon,
an 1Evear-old villager approached and asked il we had any medbeal
suipilies 1o theit s 2vear-nld boy with “a cur”™ on his heul. He |u||]|'rl
back the bov's wool hat and revealed a gash that almoss made me
gag. It looked like somecone had dug out half the kid's forelead

and lefi the hunk of flesh hanging.

A WOmDe Wik O S0l Dot bokher Loaribd wel o Rl Duioid tha Fest bl —
hoarwashs millel, o major lood source ri'\-r-:,._.:,l.'_g_.l i r1un:|l¢1:|.|:.;
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“Whan happened:” | nsked

“He fell aoll i roanl,” came the m |||'|

Learre: anel Laicllaw speend the mext howr cleaning the bos's wouml
ax b L, clotled o pust o sBiort, on s cold piece of shide surrovnded
by bucals. When they linkled, thiey msde i very elear: “I0 this gets in-
| el thie by willl alie, You Bove to Bl by i I.||l'||i|. ,|] ke % S Fll
A% |-u-.~.||||| which means sart walkimg tomormow,” The urgeniay
undlerscored sur rematenoss We were i cp Aol T ll|'1'1-|'|

We reachaed hasi CImp thies next day, afier the |-.|||'|‘l||' [EOTLEES
refmsed o walk aov Toriher. Ad [LLLE AN liMF feed elevuion, the |
wiats SANHD feet lower and v divs ol kg Trom where we"d hoged
o el nags. Soe 6wl

LR T r|'||||la.|u||1"\|'||~|:I||gi1||||||:'¥ I||!|l.||||:||1 LEETTARED Pt |--.-\-I|.,||I.|_'||
missive packs—seven diys of lood as well as all owr gear, o@ling
SkGU pemils per mam—and was complicated by perilous ermaim
Tovstwesnel ol e widde, it glacial vialless ihat lesd wo many Himakayvan
M TS, |||1' “h.-l:lh.ll FINEELiAREErTS Ards Ay esned by olensely '|-':_:r'l.|ll'41
1 -'\.||.1F.l|'-|‘| rveT gOrges as siecpe as Sl degrees with hundreds of Feet
of exposure. The irals are haopped oo the rock hillside and are
ol LEf Sy Faryoy Vol ||.|'|:' Rl TLEETR I|.||-|| face the mounisin aid e i
sEREITREY ACTORs 360 b0y |:'|||_l|| no whiler thian vour shoe is |||l||_l| “Fiall
CUHIAL I_- .I'\‘Ir.ll1l' ||h|'|| Rk & .I“ i

Somenis like that were anly a hair inore serious than the beidge
o Cromsedl B el o |||1'|:| FTIRTTRELLET ||:'||. |||:. |r|||-|||:||l\.'\.|l-||| |||.||1l
I|| i lwwanecedd mnd creaked over the Hunrniangge L L[k, W liich p|l||.ll|_l-| il
three sioraes onfo Boulilors Bedveiath ase The bmdie biad been e
||.t||-|'='l lvy & o al Nepealis w i sl erdedd to sl i organbe sex
|||||l\. ERLIT ||..||.'\ |'_||:||'|

|"|.|'|'|. ||.|'\._ w1l lisak @i cinr I||.|.|! ang iy o F"ll alict the terraim
{roam it GOt cosnbonr lines. Bal there was no winy 0o kindw unil
we s i,

|||| (£ aks, E& W0 [LETWEE il EELIN, WETE TINEE b mware comveduied aned
i|u|uu|||.; thau the Casogle Fanb imuges bad ket on |.'I'I".|III|.' LR
Tzt €3, 0000 et bivwer than Bk meter mouniiins, they feamired just
as mviich vertical reliel, And we hoald o ascend at beast three or four
'|I_||Ir|i|'r:l_"¢._ iy of them echinical, |E%2 Cor RReT CRINRCE (b NE)EOLETTRGRLT

It wiks fresm oae o those subsricdges thoat we made our firsg s
ol ihe irife, @en Cxctnber 16, We lucked into a nomb-Gcing wash of
recrysiallhisecd |I| winder % 30 Feet abosve onar « arp amel, ||||--|..II|:.‘I bk
now, skicd ‘em ke we'd sumed “em

Sverward, Garme ond Ladbow walked dosn o scout the mver
The canly wiry toe thae fimal skamg ofsective, o graot couldoar on a rscky
| 85, EM L cacnt 1:||_',|'|,. rrmmeel e spow I'"'F:"“'l tracks. was 1o ford ik
Sedl We tesolk ol or socks and orossed in owr shooies, rea |II1!.'_: CINT
1|l;'r'|_|-|'\[ ||||-i|1| o ay 27

I got up eardy the next moming to shoot a photo of the 1o as
thaw & r_|:|:||j|-|||_'|| Lifs e miissive caversn of ranneled, 45 g Tllale T
ice that woubd stnd as the inp's one serious skemounianeenng
achieverment. They began an 3 a o, and olimbsed B0 fect By sinrse

Humidreds ol mdnddually caleolated iuros Ber, and afier Erckson

wurely sfopgecad a sl 1o ||I.'| life, thie tro aorivesd back at coomip
¥
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Kids phaying o gomas of makeshih ciichal in o dey, previously harmaed rics paddy
ocuhide of Chalnpur. A proppedup done och o s wicket and a kond-corved bat
are all they noad

Phar might's mceold was biversweet, They were happy o hove
accomplished an objective, but couldn’t help but wonder what
might've been possible with more nme. We waded across the Sen
at 00 the next morming, this fime in our bare feer, and began the
ardows hike ot

THE WORDS fram Karan the Superponicr echoed through my
head like a ping-pong ball; “Feeefieeen davs! Mavbe 200 They will
feex the rowd! Eeets CLR You sty here 6l then,”

We'd just hiked back imo Chainpur, Kiran's news explained, ar
lomgg Bast, why onr broken satellite phone never reached us in the
mountuns, The fourday rinstorm in carly Ociober had inggered
L major landshides that destroved the road ivio Baghang—a roaud
thit badd taken 30 vears 1o build,

Abis, none of s were s position o stick around for anothes
three weeks. So we made some calls and hired a fixed-wing plane
to pick ws up the next day on the grass airsarip that doubled as o
ericker pitch, Then we gol permission from the region's one-str
army general, a formal man who eracked hard-boiled eggs on the
waall, g spenad the night in what remained of the Bajhang airpaort,
a conerete bailding that bad been annihifated four years prior by
Maoist guerillas,

Padam, our cook, walked two kilometers to buy us cach o warm
beer anid himsell some rice Bguor. As we savored the Tuborgs i the
bombed-out girport e thar nigh, it was hard not to think abou
the times we were leaving beliind,

1 kept coming back to one theme: how skiing 15 valued so differ
enitly by its devotees. Here were three pros, two of whom ended up
paying thousands of dollars 1o come an this trip—three guvs whao
pledged six weeks of their lives, endured unquantifiable amouns of
stress, inlled each others” hetnous musks in tny enes, and haoaled
erushing loads over you-Ellyou-die wimain.. for three ski mns,

The next morming, with hall the village waching, our plane
lifiedl aff the bumpy earth and into the sky, allowing one final view
of the Seti and the peaks in the distance, [ fell a pang of sulness as
we flew away, the phrse hanging in my head: Three ski mns.,

For the first time since our trip began, the conoepe made perfiect
sense. §
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01 = Prior to diving inio journalism in 2002, DEVON O'MEIL spenl
4 YEar as o counterterronsm anabst im Washington, DUE He grew
up in St John in the U8 Viegin Islands and learned about winter
at Middlebury College in Vermont. Today Devon is based in Breck-
enridge, Colo., where he also works pan time at a ski shop, This
story marked his first trip to the Himalavas, and also the first time
he'd seen a skink. His writing has appeared in National Geographic
Adveniure, Fofrular Science, Chitside, The Loi Angeles Times, Skifng, and
on ESPN.com.

02 « REGGIE CRIST has done just about evervthing on skis. The
farmer US ki Team member and Olympic downhill racer helpred
proneer the sport of ski cross by caming five consecutive paslivim
finishes at the X Games. Today, he flms and guides all aver the
world while spending as much time as possible at home in ldaho
with his wife and baby daughter, During the off season he kayaks
and surfs in Hawaii and Mexico, "Water sports have muoght me 1o
e a better skier, especially in difficult situations,” he says, Yo just
have 1o go with the low,”

03 = A graduate of Western State College of Colorado in 2001,
JACKIE BAKER was lured 1o Uahl's Little Cottonwood Canvon by
its rolling summertime singletrack and deep wintenime pwicler, A
full-time Salt Lake resident, she writes for Poesder and Hike, and has
worked for the ESPNWinter X Games and Backeountry.com. When
she’s not smearing around on her Spatulas, she rces hikes, coaches
riding clinics for Bikeskills, and works as a sales rep for WT'B, Sheila
Moon, and Marin Bikes

04 « ANDREW MCLEAM has spent most of his adulihood pursing
ski-mountaineering objectives around the world, After graduating

from art school, he worked a0 Black Dismond Equipment for 13 vears
where he desipned many innovitive products including the Whippet
Sell Arrest pole. In 20608, he completed a project 1o ski on all seven
conbnents. Andrew lives near Park City, Uiah, but prefiers to ski in the
ceniral Wasaich backcountry, He is surrounded by beautiful women,
notably his wile Polly and vwo davghters, Mira and Siclla.

(1% = If you're wondering why MICHAEL MURPHY knows so much
about the Mahre family, it's because he marred one of them
“Murph” (husband to “Jet”) started skiing ai Paradise on Washing
ton’s My Rainier ai age 6, and has summined the mountain more
than 75 times by six different routes. He's also successfully climbed
Denali pwice and has scored numerous ascents throughout the Cas
cades, (ympics, Wasatch, Alaska, and the Sierra Nevada, Michael
is a decorated climbing guide, ski instructor, patroller, wildermness
first responder, and more, all of which he assures us B much more

rewarching than the stresslul construction career he left behined.
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