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A lack of conventional

N THE LAST
MoNDAY

IN AUGUST,
coaches, train-
ers, equipment
workers, and support statf—
essentially the entire Middle-
bury athletic department—
spilled into a conference room
overlooking the Chip Kenyon
"85 Arena. Tanned and ap-
pearing relaxed, they arrived
wearing Middlebury gear—
shorts and T-shirts, mostly,
with the occasional polo shirt
thrown in—and for the next
several minutes, while sipping
coffee and chewing bagels,
they exchanged greetings and
hugs, backslaps and wide grins;
for some, it was a chance to
catch up after being away all
summer.

Sitting at the front of the
room, quietly jotting down
notes on a pad of paper, was
Erin Quinn '86. He was
wearing khakis, a starched
white button-down shirt, and
blue tie, and he sat alone in a
long row of cushioned chairs.
Though early in the morn-
ing, it was already hot and
steamy outside, and 1t wasn’t
much more comfortable in
the normally air-conditioned
meeting space. The air was
warm and somewhat stale, and
as more people arrived, the
mercury crept upward. A few
more minutes passed and then
Quinn, 43, began the meeting
with a quick apology.
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Unconventional

“I was out of town when

they told us there was going to

be a power outage,” Middle-
bury’s second-year athletic
director explained. “I'm told

that the AC should be back on

later today.”

Around the room, heads
nodded. Quinn then started
checking off items on his

agenda as efficiently as he once

ran his Middlebury lacrosse
program. He introduced

new coaches, gave details on
a new lightning-prediction
system for the athletic fields,
and explained an NCAA

rule change on player physi-
cals. Things were going so
smoothly, in fact, that it was
surprising when a contentious
issue arose. It happened when
a guest, a representative from
the Career Services Office,
asked the coaches to channel
all networking between cur-

rent players and alums through

the CSO.

Immediately, some coach-
es expressed silent disapproval,
shaking their heads and avert-
ing their eyes from the front
of the room. Quinn, sens-
ing the potential for unrest,
Jumped in,

“No need to get protec-
tive of your turf,” the former
coach calmly said. *"We can
make this a win-win, Send
your kids to CSO on their
own so that they’ll get the
professional training they
need. Then they’ll have a bet-
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experience

1as never kept Erin Quinn '86 from su

Why should now be any

ter profile when your former
players contact you.”

Later, Bob Ritter '82,
Middlebury’s head football
coach and one of Quinn’s
longtime friends, said, “Erin
has a way of getting you to
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