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YES
OF THE
STORM

A SMALL TEAM OF SCIENTISTS
PROVIDES THE MOST
ACCURATE FORECASTS EVER

Last September, five days before Hurricane
Ike pulverized the Texas coast, the National
Hurricane Center pegged a point near
Corpus Christi as the storm’s most likely
landfall. Residents of the low-lying region TR T
around Galveston, some 250 miles north, THWARTING DISASTER Galveston residents = - s
breathed a sigh of relief. could have better prepared for Hurricane lke had "y
But then, 20 hours before Ike reached they known that they were in its path. )
land, it hooked a right turn in the Gulf of
Mexico, plowed into Galveston, and buried
the city under a deadly storm surge. If only a
different prediction had gotten the headlines.

The hurricane’s eye made landfall less than T
10 miles from the location predicted by Air- :;-.':1
Dat, an eight-person team of private-sector e
forecasters in Raleigh, North Carolina. Air- i
Dat has nailed the path of a number of storms i
and, as the Atlantic hurricane season hits its
pgak this month, Aetianat R At et Egantiss STORM SEEKERS AirDat’s Tamdar sensors, currently installed on the nosecones of 160
will probably look to the company for help. commercial airplanes, beam real-time atmospheric data to forecasters.
For the past 60 years, meteorologists )

at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Vil LT ps e 2 et L Bk sAd0 iR muEs g Hs i i i
Administration have created forecasts pri-
marily from weather balloons that measure Since 2004, AirDat has honed an to NOAA. The key to AirDat's success is
atmospheric pressure, moisture, tempera- entirely different method for gathering its wallet-size, airplane-mounted Tro-
ture and wind speed. But the balloons get more-accurate daily atmospheric data pospheric Airborne Meteorological Data
released only twice a day and from just 70 and delivers it to airlines, energy com- Reporting [Tamdar) sensors. The sensors,
locations around the country, leaving vast panies with mid-ocean drilling rigs and which test the same variables as weather

. swaths of atmosphere unsampled. wind-turbine platforms and, on occasion, balloons, provide data from the ground

TICKER -+ JUNE 1 For the first time, scientists track migrating Antarctic penguins. The trick: spotting penguin-poop-stained ice on satellite imagery.
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